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A About halfway through his tour of duty

Information Service, the rumors began
i circulating among the Afphdns  thal
TRobert Trautman was a spy for the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency. . '~
- “Hew could anyone think I was a shy
‘with you as a wife?” was Trautman’s
amazed comment to his wife, Kathleen,
referving to her reputation for being
“putspoken.”

Mrs. Trautman broke into Jaughter as”

she told the story of how, after a stag

_ party her hushand attended at the Rus- '

sian Embassy, the family was boyeotted
by the Afghans for months because of the

suspicion that he was a CIA agent. But,

in- Afghanistan, Mrs. Trautman said,
one never really knows who the spies are.

: ;.::;-;'5"‘1,@, lived in Lowsville .

.2 Mrs. Trautman, .a 39-year-old former
. Louisville ‘resident and mother of three,
- jncludes the spy incident and other ex*
periences the family had during their
year-long. tour of duty in the “hardship”
post of Afghanistan in her {irst book,
“Spies Behind the Pillars, Bandits at the
Pass.” It is the story of the Trautmans

in diplomatic circles, which they decided:

after their year in Afghanistan, wasn't
for them. . . - :

> Trautman, a ‘staff writer ~ for ~The
Courier-Journal for three ycars, joined’

the United Stat_es,jnfommtion Agency in
1965, After two years in Washington, he

was told he would be stationed in Beirut -

and he was given. extensive ¥rench les-
sons. Three months before they were to

lcave,” the Trautmans. werc told they

would be going to Afghanistan instead. . .
" Under ’co'xflsthnl’ scrutiny o
8o -in 1967; Kath].een: Trautman Wwas

seitling her family into a country where
ibe language was foreign to them, drain-

ago ditches served as the municipal sewer
system, and their conduct as representa-
tives of America was under. constant
scratiny. co N

. At that time, a veport o the wife was °

‘included in the foreign service - officer’s

“fitness report. The policy has since heen
_changed, hut Katilcen Trauytman found
herself being constantly chastised ~ by
other - wives for - her outspokenmess at
_cocklai Iparties—it was not good for the
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in Afphanistan with the United States’
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Kathleen Trautman has written
a book about her family’s experi-
ences in Afghanistan.

government or -her husband,- she was
told. - ) . i

Mrs: Trautman thought it was impor-
tant for-people to know that there was

.".._free speech in America, She would com-
. ment on the fact that not everyone agreed

with U.S. policy in Vietnam, while other
offiicals “turncd the conversation to rose
bushes whc.n the subject came up.”

Mrs. Trautman said their mission in
Afghanistan was to inform the Afghans
about the United States. And that, she
said, mcant entertaining the, affluent,
educated Afghan minority becauyse “they
had the power. The Afghans were
" gimilarly entertained by representatives

- $rom other countries in 2 constant round’
of cocktail partics at various embassies.

«They were all alike, Bob said. The
only difference was 4hat the Russians
served vodka and we served gin.”

.- Cook spoke English

- The Traulmans were lucky enough to
‘have .a cook who spoke English well
-~ enough to take them on tours of the coun-~
tryside while other diplomats stuck with
the American cominunity. .

Trautman has been with the British
news agency Reuters gince he left the
USIA in 1968. The family lives in Beth-
esda, Md. Mrs. Trautman has already
started working on her second book, “I'd
Love to Go Around the World With You
‘But 1 Have To Go to the Dentist,” She
gaid it’s about “being 40.”

She -has also published several stories
in children’s magazines, - and {for two
“years, while her husband was statjoned
in Washington, was & rescarch assistant

- for Kengucky..Sen. John Sherman S;yg;‘)_lfzvg?m Rl f’CDF\

IA-RDP88-01 350ROOO.200550002-2

STATINTL




